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DIVISION 52:  OFFICE OF ENERGY � 

[Supplementary Information No A38.] 
Question: Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan asked the minister to provide details of Horizon Power�s revised estimation of 
demand for energy within the Pilbara. 

Answer:  Horizon Power undertakes electricity load forecasting, as a part of its normal business operations. 

These forecasts fall into two categories. 

1. A forecast of the maximum demand, and projected sales, for Horizon Power to service its customer 
base. This is centred around sales to our customers on the North West Interconnected System. Horizon 
Power reviews this forecast at least annually, and periodically as required. 

2.  A broader examination of the demand for energy in the Pilbara so this can be taken into account when 
Horizon Power undertakes its longer term planning i.e. 5 years and beyond.   

In relation to the first category, provide below at Table 1 is our forecast sales from Financial year 2009/2010 � 
through to 2013/2014.  
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Table 1 � Forecast Electricity Sales 
 

The major drivers underlying the reduction in forecast sales from the 2009/10 State Budget position are:  
•  A significant reduction of over 50 per cent in forecast load from FMG; 
•  Slower than expected increases in other major customer loads as a result of a slow down in the global 

economy; and 
•  A general reduction in customer demand from smaller business that support the resources sector in the 

Pilbara. 

In relation to the second category, Horizon Power does not undertake this work very frequently, and to do so 
would prove to be quite costly. 

We can however refer the Member to information that was produced by Allens Consulting Group in 2008.  The 
information below was sourced from Horizon Power and the Department of Industry and Resources, and reflects 
three potential demand scenarios for the Pilbara. 

Attached is an excerpt from the report. 

 

 
 


